
Faith leads to Understanding, Conviction and Commitment
I hope that you all are doing well and are trusting and placing your hope in the Lord with everything that is happening in this world. August 

came and is now over in the blink of an eye. SYME has been getting ready for our Fall Term. Our teams have been working hard to improve 
our curriculum during this summer without a physical schooling. With the Taiwan Covid Level lowered to 2, Wen and I had an opportunity to 
visit a SYME Alumni in Changhua whose husband is a baptized non-believer. We ate lots of oyster in their ocean town. Then we sat and talk 
about Christian faith seriously for about 2 hours. During the conversation talking to this educated man in his late sixties, I realized it’s
impossible to convert him because he had a habitual sin of drug addiction and extra marital affairs with younger women for decades. On one 
hand, he is open to believe that there is a God and He sent His son Jesus to redeem all who calls on His name. On the other hand, he believes 
all his behaviors are pardoned from the past, present and future without the necessity of repentance and transformation yet still be able to 
face the Holy creator. This reminds me of Tim Keller’s sermon on Hebrews 11:3, 6-7, “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at 
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible…And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. By faith Noah, when warned about things 
not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith.” Based on the above text, we come to 3 conclusions: 1) Faith requires understanding which means faith go side by side 
with thinking and reasoning. Christian Faith, as Hebrews 11 verse 3 stated “By faith we understand”, is not merely a blind faith without critical 
thinking. Many modernists claim that educated people in modern days do not need God to explain how everything works because we have 
science now. But we also knows Science cannot explain everything happened in this world because It’s God who created science. 2) Faith 
leads to conviction: We are convicted in verse 6 that anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists. Even though we do not see Him 
with our eyes, we are convicted that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. That’s why He is God and we are not. 3) Faith leads 
to Commitment: the text states God rewards those who earnestly seek him. God is not merely a power force like many people assumed. He 
wants us to seek Him and have a personal relationship with Him. That’s why verse 7 tells us that Noah in holy fear built an ark in dry land 
despite the ridicule of his contemporaries. 

So, dear brothers and sisters, I am sure you understand where your faith comes from and you trust Jesus as your Savior. Does your faith 
lead you to solid conviction? Have you made the commitment to seek him earnestly in order to have the personal relationship with Him and
be more and more like Jesus. Let’s not keep this faith to ourselves but instead telling people the best news on earth enthusiastically.



Praises:
1. In winter 2020, SYME Taiwan Media Team started to make a weekly video (coming out every Wednesday with my wife 
Wen to add the Chinese subtitle). Please click the link to watch the short video on Ghost month in Taiwan. This is a series 
of videos introducing folk religions in Taiwan and how Christianity differs from what Taiwan people’s general beliefs.These
videos have reached an average of 5000 each week. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Reka8ac_dLM&ab_channel=PilgrimageFilms
2. Thank God for allowing Simon to start an online English teaching program (in person when situation allows) to help 
under-privileged elementary/middle schoolers in the Idol worshipping town Dajia (大甲) at the Dajia Community Center 
(甲美地). Every Thursday afternoon, Simon has committed to teach English to about 10 boys who are raised by their 
grandparents coming from families below poverty level. 
3. On 8/14 and 8/28, we hosted two all-day free real-experience days for potential students who might join our Bible 
English training center in the cost-reduction special fall and winter term. Total 43 people showed up in the 2 sessions. 
(photos below)
Prayer Requests:
1. Pray for more students for the Fall Term, we have 12 signed up now and looking to reach for our full capacity of 20 and 
pray for Taiwan border to be reopened up to foreigners so more potential missionaries/teachers to come and serve at 
SYME.
3. Pray for the situation around the world, Afghanistan, Haiti, Covid-19 our President and the Government and more...
4. Pray for all of us to always be ready to give an answer of the hope that is within us. (1 Peter 3:15) 
5. Pray for Taiwanese people to give their lives to Jesus and make Him Lord of their lives. This month is called Ghost Month.
If you want to know what Ghost Month is, click the videos below to learn more about the Taiwanese 
culture. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQRRG6vP2X0&ab_channel=PilgrimageFilms



如果神感動您支持我們

Please send your support to

below address

or go to the link below:

Word of Life (Simon Yen)                                                                        
Fund ID#07611S                                                                                        
PO Box 600,                                                                                      
Schroon Lake, NY 12870

Link: https://give.wol.org/07611S
With Love,                                                                                              
your missionaries in Asia, 彭雯, 方曙Wen and Simon

https://give.wol.org/07611S

